English I: College Preparation Freshman English 

Mrs. Guzman
 (951)677-0568 ext. #6478
dguzman@murrieta.k12.ca.us
Course Description

English I meets one of your district graduation requirements. This is a one-year course that must be successfully completed to continue fulfilling the district requirements for graduation.  Students will demonstrate reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills using an extensive variety of classical and contemporary essays, short stories, poems, dramas, and novels. Students will develop a firm understanding of literary terminology and strategies, appropriate citations of sources and quotes, as well as a strong foundation in grammar, sentence structure, and mechanics. The structure and execution of the timed multi-paragraph essay will be the focus of the composition element of the fall semester, and the research paper will be the focus of composition in the spring semester.

Text Books, Core Novels, and Supplemental Texts

Glencoe Literature:  The Reader’s Choice Course; The Odyssey, Homer, Robert Fagles translation; To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee; Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare; Lord of the Flies, William Golding; Glencoe Grammar and Composition Handbook, Independent Novels.

In addition to the literature studied in class, students will be required to read independently using novels from the appropriate book level Accelerated Reader lists.  For more information about Accelerated Reader, see the link on your Class Home Page.

Supply Requirements

· Notebook:  All students will be required to maintain an organized notebook.  It may be an exclusively English notebook or a section in a large notebook divided into five sections separated with dividers or tabs for easy access. 

·  Calendar, syllabus and student standards on top

1.  Warm-ups—Daily Oral Language

2.  Grammar—assignment sheets, notes, exercises and practice lessons

3.  Vocabulary—prefixes, suffixes, Greek and Latin roots notes and worksheets

4.  Writing/Research—assignments, notes, projects

5.  Literature—terminology, notes, quizzes, vocabulary, analyzing literature assignments

· Sharpened pencil and a pen (blue or black ink only) and lined notebook paper (not from a spiral notebook—torn pages will not be accepted).  All written work must be submitted in ink.

· Colored pencils or pens for highlighting and annotating

· Flash drive for saving and transporting computer work and access to the internet and email.  Work may not be printed during class time. DO NOT EMAIL ASSIGNMENTS TO ME AND EXPECT ME TO OPEN OR PRINT THEM. You will submit some assignments to www.turnitin.com, www.mvusd.haikulearning.com, or a special class Google account.

· MVHS Student ID for checking out materials and texts and for computer use.  Access to a computer is essential and a student must have ID to use the computers in the library.

· A gmail account for access to Google Drive, Turnitin, and Haiku.

Expectations

Attendance:  Regular attendance is imperative for success in high school.  See MMHS Guide and separate “Student Standards” for details.
Class Work:  Class and homework assignments must be completed and turned in on time to receive full credit.  See “Student Standards” document for details.  Please take pride in your work and your efforts and show respect for yourself, me, and this class by working hard and doing your best. It is your responsibility to check the daily agenda on your class web page and print any documents required for class work.
Homework:  Expect to have some homework every class.  We do not have enough time during class to complete all work and any unfinished work will be due when the bell rings for the next class.  Your outside reading requirement is 30 minutes per night in addition to any other assignments. See AR reading requirements on your class web page.

Rules:  All MMHS rules found in the guide will apply in this classroom.  Students are expected to conduct themselves with dignity; show respect for all persons and objects in the classroom; and be responsible enough to be on time, prepared with materials available; and dressed appropriately.

Consequences:  Students will not disrupt or disrespect the learning environment.

Consequences may include warnings, time-out to another class, meetings with teacher, parent contact, or administrative referral.

Grading

Student work will be graded using the MMHS guidelines for grades:

	90-100% = A

80-89%   = B

70-79%   = C

60-69%   = D

59%-       = F


	


Please share this information with your parent or guardian and all sign below to acknowledge that you have accepted that responsibility.  This is homework and is due next class period for credit.  You will keep it and your “Student Standards” in the front of your English notebook. Do not tear off this piece to hand in.
Student Name:___________________________________________Date:___________
Student Signature:________________________________________Date:___________

Parent Name:____________________________________________Date:___________ 
ParentSignature__________________________________________Date:___________
Parent Email Address:____________________________________________________
Each assignment will fall into one of five categories to determine the final grade:


15% Daily participation and warm-ups


25% Composition:  Response to Literature and Essays


25% Class assignments:  Homework, projects, packets (5% vocabulary)


25% Assessment:  Formative and summative assessments excluding writing. (5% AR)


10% Final exam








